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Appleby Elementary Newsletter

From the desk of Ms. Charles- School Library Media Specialist

Greetings students, parents, and staff!


This upcoming school year promises to be a productive and energetic year in the Library Media Center.   I have tons of great things to share with you this year and can’t wait to get started!  Over the summer months, I have been exploring some new topics that may be of interest to several of you. Several of you in third grade will study this topic this year in your classes and I thought we could get a head start with some new titles for you to take a look at in your spare time. Of course, you don’t have to be in third grade to enjoy these books. The topic is conservation. These titles will help you to explore the ways in which you can help to protect plants and animals on our planet. 
Teachers, please enjoy the Applications portion under each book summary.
Baker, Jeannie. Where the Forest Meets the Sea. New York: Greenwillow Books,  

     1987. 

This title is in out fiction collection. 
ISBN 0-688-06364-0
Summary: This is an enchanting story about a boy and his father who visit an island that is only reachable if you cross a reef. As the story evolves, we come to wonder with the boy if the creatures that inhabit the island will still be there in the future.  Like the creatures that have come and gone, will the island maintain its beauty? Interspersed throughout the story are secrets in the picture that only the sharpest of eyes will spot.  

Application: Use this text to introduce the concept of conservation through loss of creatures and habitat.  In the story we get a sneak peek back in time to plants and animals, which are now extinct.  Use this text to introduce what it means to be extinct and brainstorm ideas of how to protect the plants and animals that still exist. 
Brett, Jan. The Umbrella. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2004. 

This title is in our fiction collection. 
ISBN 0-399-24215-5
Summary: This book was my favorite of these five books because it is a story about several creatures that live in the rainforest.  Young Carlos goes on an adventure one day into the rainforest with an umbrella that he fashioned out of leaves from a tree.  He is on a mission to find his favorite animals including the toucan, a kinkajou, a tapir, a monkey and a quetzal bird.  As he is climbing a fig tree to find these creatures, unbeknownst to him, his umbrella is having an adventure all on its own.  You must read the book to find out if Carlos finds what he seeks!  This is a wonderful book with amazing illustrations. 
Application:  Discuss the plants and animals in this book with students after reading the story to your class.  Discuss with them what they know about rainforests and tell them that rainforest habitats are being destroyed on a daily basis.  Discuss ways to save these habitats and how important the plants and animals are that live in them.  Have students create posters that promote saving the rain forest and post them around your school building. 
Collard, Sneed B.  Butterfly Count. Paul Kratter, ill. New York: Holiday House, 2002.  

This title is in our fiction collection. 

ISBN 0-8234-1607-0

Summary: Have you ever heard of a regal fritillary butterfly?  Well, neither had and that’s because it is an endangered species of butterfly.  In this enchanting story, a young girl named Amy and her mother carry on the tradition of watching butterflies like her grandmother before her did many years ago.  For many years, they have not seen a certain species of butterfly, the regal fritillary.  On the fourth of July, Amy and her mother participate in the annual butterfly count and if you read the book, you will find out about many beautiful butterflies and whether or not they find the regal fritillary.  

Application: Teachers, this would be a great introduction to endangered species.  After reading this book take your students on a walk around the building to see how many butterflies you can find.  Take a butterfly book along to identify the species and then plan a butterfly garden for all students to enjoy. Students can research what types of plants butterflies enjoy and plant those in your garden. 

Koch, Michelle. World Water Watch. New York: Greenwillow Books, 1993.

This book is in our nonfiction collection.

ISBN 0-688-11465-2

Summary: This book gives readers a glimpse into the lives of several sea creatures such as the sea otter, green sea turtles, penguins and polar bears to name a few.  We find out where they live and the sort of problems these species face in their day-to-day lives.  Protect the waters from pollution, tourism, poisons, hunting, and global warming and we have a chance to help these species.  Read on to find out more!

Application: This book is a wonderful choice when investigating the cause and effect of environmental problems. We see the effects of global warming every day.  Begin by reading this book to the class and creating a list of causes and effects of the problems discussed in the book.  Have children write a paragraph detailing what they think can be done to solve on e of the problems in the book. 

Repchuk, Caroline. The Forgotten Garden. Ian Andrew, ill. Brookfield: The Millbrook 

     Press, 1997. 

This title is in our fiction collection.

ISBN 0-7613-0141-0

Summary: The Forgotten Garden is a story of an old man who returns to his childhood home to find it untended and over run with weeds.  He remembers the days when it was a beautiful garden and sets to work to restore it to its natural beauty.  He trims and creates amazing artwork for readers to enjoy.  

Application: I envision this book being used in conjunction with Where the Forest Meets the Sea or World Water Watch. When we neglect taking care of the world around us, deterioration can occur very quickly.  Use this book to show students that nature will reclaim itself if we leave it alone.  Human behavior is what causes the destruction of habitats and plants and animals.  Introduce invasive species and discuss how invasive species can also cause local flora and fauna to disappear. 

Book Reviews

Here’s what the professionals have to say about the above selections.

Butterfly Count

Booklist (April 1, 2002 (Vol. 98, No. 15))

Ages 6-8. When Amy's great-great-grandmother, Nora Belle, farmed the prairie, the regal fritillary was her favorite butterfly. Once one of North America's largest and most widespread butterflies, the regal fritillary vanished with its plowed prairie habitat. Nora Belle now lies buried near her farm, which she gave over to prairie restoration in hopes that the regal fritillary would someday return. It is to this restored prairie that Amy and others come on the Fourth of July to participate in an annual butterfly count. In startlingly realistic detail, Kratter paints the prairie fauna sheltered by and flitting among the indigenous grasses and flowers. His watercolors also convey the welcome shade from the summer sun, where Amy rests and awakens to spy, near Nora Belle's grave, the long-awaited regal fritillary. The various butterflies depicted in the art are pictured again and described at book's end, creating a mini field guide for readers. Amy's age (she's pictured as an older child) extends this story beyond its picture-book format, making the book well suited to children who can read and enjoy the story on their own.

The Forgotten Garden

From School Library Journal, Sep97, Vol. 43, Issue 9
Grade 1-3?A poignant tale of an elderly man's return to his childhood home where his father had created unusual topiary figures many years before. Overgrowth and neglect threaten the once-thriving formal garden. As the man busies himself with the task of reinstating the grounds to their former beauty, he is transported back in time. Through happy memories of his father's garden, he capably transforms the unkempt bushes into copies of the original statuaries and clears the fountains. Real critters roam freely across the estate; some make it their home. Andrew's brown and gray pencil illustrations in the opening pages echo the text's somber mood as the man evaluates the garden's condition. Warmer, but muted, greens and blues pick up the pace while the protagonist busily clips and snips. The final spread is still muted but details colorful birds, butterflies, flowers, and animals as readers see the child that was. On the surface, this story is a fairly gentle remembrance, but scattered throughout the pages are disturbing faces, hands, and a haunting image wrapped in a tangle of vines. Young children will take from this book what they can understand: the animal and fruit shapes, etc. Some older children will think it's sappy or just pointless. Others may enjoy its eerie qualities. But most won't understand the nuances of this complex story. Susan Garland, Maynard Public Library, MA

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

The Umbrella

Kirkus Review (August 15, 2004)

Carlos makes an umbrella from shiny, green fronds to go into the cloud forest, hoping to see many animals. When the only sounds he hears are the drips from the tall trees, he climbs up a giant fig tree to see better, dropping his umbrella upside down on the ground. As the drips collect inside it, a series of animals tumbles in: Froggy, Toucan, Kinkajou, Baby Tapir, Quetzal, and-finally-Monkey, who tosses the umbrella into the river, where it starts to sink. Jaguar pounces on it as it floats by, but when Hummingbird lands on the handle, it's this tiny creature that makes everyone fall out-and the umbrella drifts back to shore. Up in the fig tree, Carlos wonders disappointedly where all the animals are. Insets of leaf shapes telescope the clever contrapuntal action of Carlos's climb and the next creature, while lush watercolor-and-gouache illustrations in vivid greens and bright colors create a diorama effect. The blurb cites the story as a complement to The Mitten (1989) and its snowy setting. Indeed, Brett surpasses herself in this handsomely designed and beautifully executed appreciation of so different a setting. (Picture book. 5-8)

Where the Forest Meets the Sea

Kirkus Review (1988)

From Australia, a picture book illustrated with photographs of relief collages, ingeniously constructed from many materials (including clay and preserved natural materials such as leaves, sand, and shells) to create a realistic, tactile effect. The story is simple: a boy and his father explore a seaside tropical forest (Australia's Daintree Rainforest), the boy seeing present-day wildlife, imagining animals and aborigines of the past, and finally wondering whether a return visit will find this primeval area intact or overrun by development. The imaginary forms--whether of prehistoric creatures of the future's threatened litter--are intriguingly transparent and evanescent in contrast to the present's vivid solidity. Unusual and beautiful, this serves well its admitted purpose of provoking thought on the vexed question of preservation of natural areas; Baker's young narrator has well conveyed their majesty and wonder.

World Water Watch

Booklist (Vol. 89, No. 19/20 (June 1, 1993))

Ages 4-7. A fictional framework provides an unusual approach to a lovely picture book about six endangered aquatic species. Beginning with an introduction by a child character, the narration provides clear, concise information that explains why the existence of these creatures is endangered as a result of humankind's reckless ways. For instance, Alaskan sea otters drown as a result of oil spills; Chilean fur seals are killed by hunters; Antarctica's penguins are threatened by global warming. Excepting the human figures, which are a bit simplistic, the impressionistic watercolors, dominated by blue and green, have a strong sense of color, texture, and composition. Emphasizing global responsibility throughout, the book begins and ends with a plea to "Care for the earth, Care for the Sea. So all of our friends can stay."

Marathon Middle School Newsletter 

From the Desk of Ms. Charles- School Library Media Specialist

Greetings students, parents, and staff!


This upcoming school year promises to be a productive and energetic year in the Library Media Center.   I have tons of great things to share with you this year and can’t wait to get started!  Over the summer months, I have been exploring some new topics that may be of interest to several of you. Several of you in sixth grade will study this topic this year in your classes and I thought we could get a head start with some new titles for you to take a look at in your spare time. The topic is for you social studies folks- the attack on Pearl Harbor.  We will explore several titles that share experiences of people that lived near Pearl Harbor during the time of the Japanese attack.  I hope you learn a great deal from these selections.

Teachers, please enjoy the Applications portion under each book summary.

Allen, Thomas. Remember Pearl Harbor: American and Japanese Survivors Tell 

     Their Stories. Washington: National Geographic Society, 2001.

This book is in our nonfiction collection. 

ISBN 0-7922-6690-0

Summary: Remember Pearl Harbor gives us true survivor accounts of the events leading up to and during the attacks on Pearl Harbor. Both Japanese and Americans tell their stories of the events.  Wonderful photographs help to tell the story.   

Application: After discussing the book with students, have them create a timeline of the events before, during and after the attacks at Pearl Harbor. Give student pairs a copy of the book and they work with their partner to create the timeline.  

Denenberg, Barry. Early Sunday Morning: The Pearl Harbor Diary of Amber Billows, 

     Hawaii, 1941.  New York: Scholastic Inc., 2001.

This book is in our fiction collection. 

ISBN 0-439-32874-8

Summary: This story is from the viewpoint of character Amber Billows through her diary.  She and her family are relocated to Hawaii for her fathers work as a journalist.  While living there, the attacks on Pearl Harbor occur and Amber tells of her experiences during this tragic part of the war. 

Application: After reading the book, have students write letters to people living in other areas of the United States as if they were living in Pearl Harbor during the time of the attacks. This book is especially appealing to middle school students because it is written from the perspective a middle school aged child. 

Lemke, Donald. Captured Off Guard: The Attack on Pearl Harbor. Claude St. Aubin, 

    ill.  Minneapolis: Stone Arch Books, 2008.

This book is in our fiction collection. 

ISBN 978-1-4342-0443-1

Summary: While camping on the island of Oahu, friends Hank and James are witness to the attacks by Japanese planes on the ships in Pearl Harbor.  Hank luckily has his camera with him and try to do his part by taking photographs of the scene that is unfolding around them.  Hank emerges as a hero through the story but you have to read to find out how this happens. 

Application:  After reading the book, have students complete a compare and contrast essay of the events of Pearl Harbor and the 911 attacks on the Twin Towers. This book is excellent for reluctant readers because it is a graphic novel. It offers a multicultural aspect of the attacks for the main characters include American and Japanese Americans. 

Mazer, Harry.  A Boy at War. New York: Aladdin Paperbacks, 2001. 

This book is in our fiction collection.

ISBN 978-0-689-84160-6

Summary:  Adam and his friends are fishing off Honolulu when the bomber planes appear.  Adam escapes injury only to find out that his father, who serves on the navy ship the USS Arizona, is missing. Many men died that day and Adam must be strong for all those he loves.  

Application: This is a wonderful chapter book, which gives us a historical account of the attack on Pearl Harbor. Use this book to make comparisons of actual accounts of the attacks and the historical account from A Boy at War. Use a variety of resource books to complete this activity. Split class into groups which represent views from different characters in the book. One group represents the viewpoint from Adam. Another group represents the viewpoint from Adam’s friend David

Salisbury, Graham. Under the Blood-Red Sun. New York:  Delacorte Press, 1994. 

This book is in our fiction collection.

ISBN 0-385-32099-X

Summary: Follow the life of Tomikazu Nakaji in this wonderful account of Pearl Harbor. Tomi’s family is originally from Japan and struggle to maintain their traditional ways. After the attack on the harbor, Tomi’s father is taken into custody and the family must try to hide their tradition treasures to ensue their American way of life. Through his struggle, he relies on his friends from his baseball team who stand by him despite his Japanese heritage. 

Application: This book would be very appealing to Japanese Americans and students who wish to learn more about what it was like to be a Japanese American at that time.  This book could be used to track historically the unfair treatment of innocent people because of their heritage. 

Book Reviews

Here’s what the professionals have to say about the above selections.

A Boy at War

Publishers Weekly (October 28, 2002)

A 14-year-old boy, newly arrived in 1941 Hawaii, witnesses the attack on Pearl Harbor. In a starred review, PW said, "Mazer successfully fuses a strong portrayal of Adam's transformation with both a vivid account of the attack and subtle suggestions of the complexities of Japanese-American relations as played out in particular lives." Ages 10-14. (Nov.)

 Early Sunday Morning: The Pearl Harbor Diary of Amber Billows, Hawaii, 1941

Teacher Librarian (April 2006)

Early Sunday morning: The Pearl Harbor diary of Amber Billows, Hawaii, 1941. Barry Denenberg, Scholastic, 2001. $10.95. 0-439-32874-8. Grades 4-6. Amber Billows, a reporter's daughter, is tired of moving so much, but she loves it in Hawaii, until the Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor.
Remember Pearl Harbor: American and Japanese Survivors Tell Their Stories

Booklist (September 1, 2001 (Vol. 98, No. 1))

Gr. 5-9. Eyewitness testimony of Japanese and American men and women from various backgrounds enriches this balanced treatment of World War II that joins an ever-expanding assortment of books on the subject. The first-person perspectives allow for a more complex view of events as well as individuals involved in a conflict that swept people up--and nearly swept them away. Allen begins his account in Kyushu, Japan, where pilots and submarine crews train for the attack. Subsequent chapters move to Hawaii where survivors describe the bombing from the cockpit, the deck, and the shore, giving readers an emotionally charged view of the devastation. A final chapter on the aftermath of Pearl Harbor briefly notes the unjust internment of Japanese Americans and introduces readers to the USS Arizona memorial, seeing it through the eyes of one of the Japanese sailors. The first-person voices along with dozens of black-and-white photos and several full-color maps make this a draw for both browsers and World War II buffs. A time line and a bibliography are appended.

Under the Blood-Red Sun

Publishers Weekly (December 4, 1995)

Torn between his love of all things American and the traditional ways of his parents and grandparents, a young Japanese American comes of age during the political upheaval of WWII. Ages 10-up. (Dec.)

Captured Off Guard: The Attack on Pearl Harbor

I could not locate any reviews on this book because it is very new.  I feel it is an excellent resource because of the popularity of graphic novels, which is why I chose this book. 

Marathon High School Newsletter 

From the Desk of Ms. Charles- School Library Media Specialist

Greetings students, parents, and staff!


This upcoming school year promises to be a productive and energetic year in the Library Media Center.   I have tons of great things to share with you this year and can’t wait to get started!  Over the summer months, I have been exploring some new topics that may be of interest to several of you. Several of you in eleventh grade will study this topic this year in your classes and I thought we could get a head start with some new titles for you to take a look at in your spare time. The topic is the relocation and internment of Japanese Americans after the attacks on Pearl Harbor.  All Japanese Americans fell under suspicion after the attacks and the stories of what happened to them are incredible.  I learned so much from these selections as I hope you will too.  

Teachers, please enjoy the Applications portion under each book summary.

Houston, Wakatsuki. Farewell to Manzanar. Toronto: Houghton Mifflin Company, 

     1944. 

This book is in our biography collection.

ISBN 0-618-21620-0
Summary: Farewell to Manzanar is the biographical account of young Jeanne Wakatsuki and her experience being relocated to the Manzanar camp in the desert northeast of Los Angeles.  The camp conditions are horrible with bouts of sickness from immunizations and spoiled food, to crowded conditions in unfinished barracks.  After the very first night, the family awakens with a coating of dust on them. Camp conditions get worse before they get better.  Riots break out and loyalty issues arise with some very difficult decisions in the mix.  After two and half years the remaining families are ordered to leave and thus their rebuilding begins. 

Application: This book could be used as one resource to writing a compare/ contrast essay on life at the various relocation camps for Japanese Americans. This is a cross- curricular assignment in that it involves research from the social studies aspect and also fulfills a language arts need. 

Mazer, Harry.  A Boy No More. New York: Aladdin Paperbacks, 2004. 

This book is in our fiction collection.

ISBN 978-1-4169-1404-4

Summary: This is the sequel to A Boy at War by Harry Mazer. Here we are exposed to Adams loss of his friend Davi who has been relocated to Manzanar with his family who are of Japanese descent. Adam, his mother and sister Bea have been evacuated from Hawaii to California as well which adds to the confusion Adam feels.  Adam has to deal with all his feelings of grief and loss while trying to hold his life together and try to see his friend Davi at Manzanar. 

Application: Although this book is targeted to a young grade level, I feel it is a good resource for reluctant readers in high school. This book could be used as one resource to learn about the conditions people in the camps had to endure. Students could place themselves within the camp and write detailed journal entries of what life was like at camps such as Manzanar. 

Mochizuki, Ken. Baseball Saved Us. Dom Lee, ill. New York, Lee & Low Books Inc, 

     1993. 

This book is in our fiction collection.

ISBN 1-880000-01-6

Summary: This story is from the perspective of a little boy nicknamed Shorty.  Even before the war, Shorty had to endure being picked on by classmates because of his height.  In order to help alleviate the somber mood of the camps, Shorty and his father set out to create a baseball diamond so the people would have something to do.  Shorty overcomes his inner turmoil by channeling his anger towards the camp guards in wonderful baseball playing.  

Applications: Although this is an elementary picture book, it is a wonderful addition to the topic of Relocation camps. This is also a wonderful resource when studying the topic of racism. This book could be used with a lesson on civil liberties during war.  Examine democratic ideals in the context of the Japanese American internment after the attacks on Pearl Harbor. Was it right or wrong of the American government to do this and support your opinion with research? 

Oppenheim, Joanne. Dear Miss Breed: True Stories of the Japanese American 

     Incarceration During World War II and a Librarian Who Made a Difference. New 

     York, Scholastic Inc, 2006. 

This book is in our nonfiction collection. 

ISBN 0-439-56992-3

Summary: Miss Clara Breed was the children’s librarian at the San Diego Public Library at the time of the Pearl Harbor attacks. Many of her library patrons had been Japanese Americans children and youth who were forced to leave their homes and live in relocation camps.  Miss Breed had enough foresight to give many of her patron’s self-addressed stamped post cards for them to write to her.  This book is the collection of those letters with Miss Breed’s personal additions of the stories that cam her way.  

Application: Since this is a collection of letters written by children during the Japanese relocation efforts, it is a great resource for teaching students about primary documents.  To conclude a unit on the Japanese American camps, I would recommend a field trip to the Japanese American National Museum to see the letters in person. If a trip is not possible, the collection of letters is available to be viewed on the museums website.  

Uchida, Yoshiko. Journey to Topaz. Berkeley, Creative Arts Book Company, 1971. 

This book is in our fiction collection.

ISBN 0-916870-85-5

Summary: In this story we follow the life of Yuki Sakane and her family as they are relocated to Topaz Internment Camp in the Utah desert. Her father is arrested but then released to join his family in Utah.  Yuki’s brother Ken then enlists in the US Army and she has endured his leaving.  Many horrible things happen to the people in the camp as told by Yuki.   

Application: After completion of the book Journey to Topaz, students could complete the webquest located at http://www.uen.org/utahlink/tours/tourFames.cgi?tour_id=14717
The site recommends having a copy of the book on hand to complete the web quest. 

Book Reviews

Here’s what the professionals have to say about the above selections

Baseball Saved Us

Kirkus Review (1993)

Drawing on his Japanese-American parents' experiences, a new author uses his narrator's struggle to become a better, and more accepted, ballplayer to portray a WW II internment camp. Quietly, "Shorty" describes his family's sudden removal to the camp in 1942, the grim surroundings, and the restiveness his dad hopes to counter by building a baseball diamond. Materials are improvised (uniforms are made from mattress ticking), but the game soon thrives. Stilt, Shorty is usually an "easy out" until anger at the perpetually watching guard inspires him to hit a homer--whereupon he sees the guard give him thumbs-up and a grin. But the real focus here is the camp and the prejudice that caused it. Back home after the war, Shorty finds friendly teammates but still hears racist taunts when he plays--and still uses the anger he feels to strengthen his resolve and do his best. Using scratchboard overlaid with oils, Lee (who grew up in Korea) provides splendidly evocative art whose somber tones are enriched with luminous color; he's a keen observer of baseball and the camp milieu. Fine debuts for author, illustrator, and publisher.

A Boy No More

Publishers Weekly (October 4, 2004)

Adam Pelko returns in A Boy No More by Harry Mazer, a follow-up to A Boy at War. PW called the first book "a vivid account of the [Pearl Harbor] attack and subtle suggestions of the complexities of Japanese-American relations." Adam, his mother and his sister move to California, and Adam receives a letter from a friend, asking Adam to deliver a letter to an internment camp in nearby Fresno, where the friend's father has been taken. He agrees to help, despite a tide of anti-Japanese sentiment. Copyright 2004 Reed Business Information.

Dear Miss Breed

Horn Book (March/April, 2006)

Oppenheim's substantial, well-researched account focuses on Clara Breed, children's librarian at the San Diego Public Library, and the Japanese-American children she served prior to World War II and whom she continued to serve after their families were sent to an Arizona internment camp. Miss Breed sent books and gifts to these young people all through their years of internment, and she saved the many letters (now housed in the Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles) they wrote in return. Oppenheim augments the letters with personal correspondence and interviews with numerous contemporary survivors of Poston Camp Number Three. She also draws heavily on 1940s newspaper accounts and from later testimony given by Japanese Americans in the early 1980s, carefully constructing a disturbing account of the widespread racism that led rapidly to the labeling of all Japanese-American residents (many of whom had been born in the United States) as enemy aliens. Illustrated with numerous photographs (including a reproduction of a racist cartoon by Theodor Geisel, or Dr. Seuss) and incorporating copious letters and documents, the book is lengthy and somewhat repetitive, but compelling, as well as eerily timely in light of current debates about civil rights. The story of this long, ugly episode has not before been so fully told for young people and deserves wide reading and discussion. Horn Book readers can find Clara Breed's own telling of it, much quoted here, in the July 1943 issue. An afterword, acknowledgments, appendix, notes, bibliography, index, and photo credits are included.

Farewell to Manzanar

Horn Book (Fall, 2002)

This beautifully produced edition of Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston's classic memoir of her Japanese-American family's internment during World War II features a new afterword by the authors.

Journey to Topaz

Reviews & Awards

Wilson's Children 10/01/06

Wilson's Junior High School 11/01/05

Elementary School Library Collection 06/01/00

Book Links (A.L.A.) 07/01/06

L.A. Recommended Foreign Language 02/01/99

